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terrorism, but the Federal Government
has to do many other things, too. The
Wall Street Journal editorial said: “We
would like to suggest a new post-Sep-
tember 11 rule for Congress. Any bill
with the words ‘‘security’ in it should
get double the public scrutiny and
maybe four times the normal wait, lest
all kinds of bad legislation become law
under the phony guise of fighting ter-
rorism.”

More significantly, Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Michael Chertoff testi-
fied in front of a congressional com-
mittee: ‘“We should not let an over-
exaggerated threat of terrorism drive
us crazy, into bankruptcy, trying to
defend against every conceivable
threat.”” He went on to say: “We do
have limits, and we do have choices to
make. We don’t want to break the very
systems we’re trying to protect. We
don’t want to destroy our way of life
trying to save it. We don’t want to un-
dercut our economy trying to protect
our economy, and we don’t want to de-
stroy our civil liberties and our free-
doms in order to make ourselves
safer.”

———

THE STORY OF TWO TENS IN IRAQ
AND HERE IN THE UNITED
STATES

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker,
when we as a Nation talk about our
priorities, it is often useful to use num-
bers to put things in perspective. So
today let’s think about the number 10.
On Thursday, this House will have the
opportunity to override a Presidential
veto that would allow us to ensure 10
million children have access to quality
health care so that they can see the
doctor of their choice when they need
to. We realize the importance of pre-
ventive care. Children shouldn’t be
forced to let a cold or earache linger
until it reaches emergency proportions.

President Bush says our bipartisan
compromise is too expensive. But while
we are working to ensure 10 million
children have access to health care,
President Bush has no problem asking
us to send $10 billion every month to
Iraq.

Madam Speaker, this is a debate
about priorities. House Republicans
should join us in overriding the Presi-
dent’s veto to send a message that chil-
dren’s health care is a priority of this
House.

——
TAXPAYER CHOICE ACT

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I
am confident the only thing worse than
having to pay taxes is figuring out how
to fill out the forms to pay taxes. As
Albert Einstein said: ‘“The hardest
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thing in the world to understand is the
income tax.”” He was right. It is 16,485
pages. Our income tax is an outrage, an
outrage long in need of reform and sim-
plification.

Last week Republicans introduced an
alternative to this outrage. The Tax-
payer Choice Act does what it says. It
gives taxpayers a choice between all
the headaches of the current tax sys-
tem or a highly simplified alternative
tax. It simplifies the process for tax-
payers and gives them what they de-
serve, a transparent, efficient, simple
and fair Tax Code and completely
eliminates AMT tax and makes perma-
nent the capital gains and dividends
tax cuts of 2001 and 2003.

Madam Speaker, it is long time that
we pass fundamental tax reform and
give taxpayers the choice, the Tax-
payer Choice Act.

———

RED TAPE DELAYS RESCUE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, home-
land security and the safety of our men
and women in uniform should be on the
front of everyone’s mind in Congress.
Yet, we are here again this week dis-
cussing a Democrat bill that fails to
provide our intelligence community
the tools necessary to monitor ter-
rorist activity. The Democrat RE-
STORE bill does nothing to streamline
a process that is hampered by endless
red tape and severely slows the reac-
tion time between Washington and our
battlefield commanders.

Intelligence opportunities sometimes
exist for minutes, and we need the
flexibility to monitor activity that can
save lives. The article in the New York
Post yesterday is a perfect example.
The current law delayed a rescue mis-
sion by 10 hours. Our troops should
never have to wait 10 hours for permis-
sion to rescue them.

I urge my Democrat colleagues to re-
consider the RESTORE Act. We should
focus our efforts on a bipartisan ap-
proach to our national security, not on
legislating defeat.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. RES. 734 EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF THE HOUSE REGARD-
ING WITHHOLDING OF INFORMA-
TION RELATING TO CORRUPTION
IN IRAQ

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 741 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 741

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the resolution (H. Res. 734) ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Represent-
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atives regarding the withholding of informa-
tion relating to corruption in Iraq. The reso-
lution shall be considered as read. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the resolution to final adoption without
intervening motion or demand for division of
the question except: (1) one hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform; and (2) one motion to recommit
which may not contain instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Vermont is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. For the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from California (Mr. DREIER). All time
yielded during consideration of the rule
is for debate only. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, I also ask unanimous consent
that all Members be given 5 legislative
days to revise and extend remarks on
House Resolution 741.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont?

There was no objection.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, House Resolution 741 provides
for the consideration of House Resolu-
tion 734, expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives regarding the
withholding of information relating to
rampant corruption in Iraq, corruption
that is being used with taxpayer money
from our country. The rule provides for
1 hour of general debate controlled by
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform.

Resolution 734 expresses the explicit
sense of the House that the State De-
partment, our State Department, has
abused its classification authority by
withholding from Congress and the
American people information about the
extent of corruption in the Maliki gov-
ernment. The resolution further con-
demns the State Department for retro-
actively classifying documents that
had been widely distributed previously
as unclassified and by directing State
Department employees not to answer
questions in an open forum.

[ 1030

Madam Speaker, we are in the fifth
year of this war. We have lost over
3,700 of our best young men and women.
By the time this war is over, many ex-
perts anticipate that the cost to the
taxpayers will exceed $1 trillion. Gen-
eral Ricardo Sanchez, a retired com-
mander, last week described the situa-
tion in Iraq as an absolute nightmare
with no end in sight.

This war started on the basis of
bogus information: the threat of weap-
ons of mass destruction that did not
exist. Hard questions that should have
been asked weren’t asked. The war con-
tinued for years, until November of
2006, with a Congress that was a rubber
stamp for whatever it was that the ex-
ecutive agencies wanted. Those days
are over.
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